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SUBJECT: ELECTION OBSERVATION VISIT OF FORMER PRESIDENT 


JUMMY CARTER TO CARACAS ~ MEDIA REACTION 


I. SUMMARY: FORMER PRESIDENT JIMMY CARTER’S NOVEMBER 2- 
4 VISIT TO CARACAS, WHICH HIGHLIGHTED THE CARTER 
CENTERS ROLE AS INTERNATIONAL OBSERVERS OF VENEZUELA'S 
WATHOHAL ELECTRONS PARLIAMENT /COVERNORS HOV. 8, 
PRESIDENT DEG. 6). WAS CDVEREB HEAVILY BY VEREZUELAN 
WEWS NEOIA. THE EX-PRESIDENT DELIVERED A MESSAGE OF 
CORFIBERCE IN VENEZUELA'S DEMOCRATIC {NSTITUTIONS ANG 
VOTING PROCESS ANO PUT THE LEADING PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATES ON RECORD AS PLEDGJWG JO RESPECT THE ELECTIGN 


RESULTS ND MATTER WHO WINS. CARTER #S LIKED AND 
RESPECTEO (N VENEZUELAs AND THE STING THAT SOME 
VENEZUELANS FEEL ABOUT HAVING THEIR ELECTIONS -- FOR THE 
FIRST TINE -- INTERNATIONALLY MOHFTORED WAS TEMPERED BY 
AGERTAIN PRIDE JN WAVING THIS RENDWHED STATESMAN AKG 
RECOGHIZEO MORAL AUTHORITY TAKE A PERSONAL INTEREST IW 
THE COUNTRY’S ELECTORAL PROCESS, END SUMMARY, 


2. WHILE IN CARACASs CARTER ~- ACCOMPANIED BY FORMER 
BOLIVIAN PRESIDENT COXZALO SANCHEZ DE LOZANO» A MEMBER 
OF THE CARTER CENTER'S COUNCIL OF FREELY-ELECTED HEADS 
OF COVERWMEHT -~ MET WITH OFFICIALS OF THE NATIONAL 
ELECTORAL COUNCIL (CHE)» PRESIDENT CALDERA: THE MINISTER 
OF DEFENSE AND CHIEFS OF THE ARNED FORCES» AND SIX 
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIOATES INCLUDING FRONT RUNNERS HUGG 
CHAVEZ AND HEMRIQUE SALAS-ROMERs IRENE SAEZ» LUIS ALFARO 
UCERO. ALFREGO RAMOS AND HIGUEL RODRIGUEZ. HE ALSO 
SPOKE BY TELEPHOHE WITH FORMER PRESIBENT CARLOS ANDRES 
PEREZ» AND MET WITR COLOMBIAN PRESIDENT PASTRANA AND 
AMBASSADORS FROM THE EUROPEAN UNION AND TRE ORCANIZAT1ON 


OF AMERICAN STATES. 


3, THE FORMER PRESIGENT MAGE PUBLIC COMMITMENTS HE 
RECE)VED FROM THE CANDIDATES ANO THE MILITARY THAT 
VENEZUELA'S BEMDGRATIC TRADITIHS AND PROCESSES WOULD BE 
RESPECTED. HE ALSO EXPRESSED BIS CONFIDENCE THAT 
MEGHANISHS ESTABLISHED BY THE CNE WOULD PROVIDE FOR AN 
ACCURATE VOTE TABULATION AND EXPRESSION OF THE WiLL OF 
THE VENEZUELAW PEOPLE. (OTE: THESE WILL BE THE FIRST 
- VENEZUELAN ELECTIOHS IM WHICH VOTING MACHINES AND 
AUTOMATIC ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION OF RESULTS WILL BE 


USED, WHILE “AUTOMATIZACTON” HAS REEH TOUTED AS A 


GUARANTOR OF VOTE COURTING LEGITIMACY, SOHE HAUE 
EXPRESSEB UNEASE ABBUT THE SECURITY OF THE PROCESS AND 


PARTICIPANTS (LEADING NATIONAL BUSINESS DAILY “ECONOMIA 
HOY," NOV. 313 “VENEZUELA 1S AN EXAMPLE OF DEMOCRACY” 
QEABING NATIOHAL DAILY “EL UNIVERSAL.” NOV. 3). 


WHILE SOKE PAPERS USED CARTER’S MEETINGS WITH CANDIOATES 
TO FOCUS ON THE PROCESS -- "CANDIBATES ANALYZE 
TRANSPARENCY GUARANTEES WITH CARTER” CEL UNIVERSAL, * 
MOV. 4)-- OTHERS CHOSE TG FOCUS BN THE ASPIRATIONS OF 
FAVORED OR UNFAVORED CANDIDATES: "REVEALED IM MEETING 
WITH CARTER: CHAVEZ DOESN’? WANT TO DEBATE WiTH ENRIQUE 
SALAS ROMER -- SAYS THAT (SALAS ROMER! 1S THROWING 
ROCKS: AND (CHAVEZ) WON’T RESPOND IN KIND™ (POPULAR 
NATIONAL DAILY “EL DIARIO DE CARACAS:” NOV. 4): 
“ACCORDING TO SALAS» THE PRESENCE OF OBSERVERS 
DEMONSTRATES LACK DF CONFIDENCE IK THE SYSTEM" 
(IELUSTRATEO WETH A PHOTO OF SALAS WITH CARTER): “IRENE: 
ALL TRE GOVERNORS OF (THE POLITICAL PARTY) COPE! ARE 
WHTB ME” HLEUSTRATED WITH A PHOTO OF SAEZ WITH CARTER: 
BOTH “ECONOMIA HOY". NOV. 4), 


4, DR HOVEMBER 4. SHORTLY BEFORE LEAVING CARACAS FOR 
QUITE, PRESIDENT CARTER GAVE A WEWS CONFEREWCE. WS 


MESSAGE CONTINUED TO BE ONE OF CONFIDENCE (N THE SYSTEN 


"AND AN APPEAL FOR VOTER THOUGHTFULNESS AND CALM. SAMPLE 


HEAOL INES: "M/LETARY COMMANDERS ASSURE CARTER TREY WIL 
RESPECT RESULTS" ("EL WACTOWAL™ NOV. S)+ “WE AREN'T 
COMING WITH THE EXPECTATION OF FRAUB OR VIOLENCE” ("EL 
BIARIO OE CARACAS” NOV. 5) “CARTER: CANDIDA7ES HOPE THAT 
THE RESULTS WILL BE RESPECTED” (ECONOMIA HBY" NOV. St; 
“DBSERVERS ARE IMPORTANT FOR THE COMING ELECTIONS” 
(PBPULAR NATIONAL BAILY “ABRIL WOV, 5). 


SOME PAPERS OPTEG TO ACCENTUATE THE NEGATIVE: “CARTER: 
THERE WILL BE PROBLEMS IN THE VOTING ON SUNBAY" (EL 
UNIVERSAL: " NOV, SH; “JIMMY CARTER SAYS: ABSTENTION 
COULD SE INCREASED BY THE CONPLICATEG VBTING SYSTEH® 
("2681"s WOU. $) GOR THE RECORD, PRESIDENT CARTER TOLG 
THE NEWS CONFERENCE: "IN ALL ELECTIONS. THERE ARE SOME 
PROBLEMS AND TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES. IN SUNDAY’S 
ELECTIONS» WITH THE INNOVATIONS IN THE BALLOT AND THE 
ELECTORAL SYSTEM. AND WITH THE LARGE HUMBER OF PARTIES 


AND CANDIOATES, YOU ARE SURE TO SEE SOME ¢RREGULARITIES, 
BUT TF EVERYONE REMAINS CALH AND AWARE: NO MATTER WHAT 
ANXIETIES MAY ARISE, WE ARE CONFIDEHT THAT THE ELECTIONS 
ARE GOING TO BE AH IMPORTAHT CELEBRATION OF THE 
DEMOCRACY OF THIS COUNTRY.” SANCHEZ OE 1DZAOA SAID. *)T 
SEEMS THAT WHEN PEOPLE HAVE DEMOCRACY, SOMETINES THEY 
OON’T SEE THE WEED TO PARTICIPATE IN 17. ONE OF THE 
MAJOR PROBLEMS HERE 1S VOTER MON-PARTICIPATION. | DON’T 
KHOR tf 17 1S FEAR OF THE BALIBTS -- WHICH ARE REALLY 
COMPLICATED -~ AND OF THE MECHANICS OF VOTING» BUT THE 


IMPORTANT THING 1S THA? DEMOCRACY WORKS IF IT IS 
PRACTICED AND JF EVERYBODY PARTICIPATES. *) 


5. SEVERAL PAPERS ALSO TOOK TRE OPPORTUNITY OFFERED BY 
CARTER’S VISIT 10 PROFILE THE FORMER PRESIDENT. “EL 
NACIONAL" WROTE ON NOVEMBER 5» "SOME SAY JIBNY -- IF YOU 
CHOOSE TO USE THE BEHINUTIVE -~ CARTER I$ THE BEST 
FORMER PRESIDENT THE UNITED STATES EVER HAD, ,.WE RECALL 
THAT (HIS PRESIDENCY) CAME AT A TIME WHEN FHE PRINCIPAL 
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WORLD POWER WAS ENCOUNTERING SEVERAL STUMBLING BLOCKS. 
WE ALSO RECALL THE ACTIVE AND POSITIVE PARTICIPATION OF 
THE EX-HEAD OF STATE IN THE MIDDLE EAST» LATIN AMERICA 
AHO THE BALKANS. NOW IT’S VENEZUELA'S TURN» AND MARY 
MEMBERS OF THE CARTER FOVNDATION, {NCLUDING ITS MOST 
ILLUSTRIQUS, HAVE COME TO VERIFY THE PURITY OF THE 
ELECTORAL PROCESS. 17°S TOO BAD THAT. WE DOK’T KNOW HOW 
TO CONDUCT FREE ELECTIONS OURSELVES, BUT I7°S GOOD THAT 
CARTER’ S PRESTIGIOUS EARS ARE READY TO LISTEN, YE HOPE 
JT WON’ T BE NECESSARY. ° AND, “2091", MAKING CARTER ITS 
"PERSONAL FTY OF THE DAY" ON HOVEMBER 4, WROTE, “IX 
RECENT YEARS» JIMMY CARTER HAS REALIZED A NUMBER OF 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS WHICH HAVE MADE HIM A KEY FIGURE IN 
REACHING IMPORTANT PEACE AGREEMENTS, .. IN NORTH KOREA, 
HAITI AND THE BALKANS: FOR EXAMPLE. WITHOUT QUESTION, 
THE FORMER U.S. PRESIDENT HAS SHOWN HIMSELF TO BE A 
GREAT DIPLOMATIC AMDASSADOR OF HIS COUNTRY...” 
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